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(1.} Cherry Cheung
Brisbane is really alovely city, where the welcome is
as warmas the weather. After staying here for 21 days, I
can only say that I have ardently fallen in love with this

city. Unlike Hong Kong, Brisbane is more peaceful and quiet.

I was surprised to know that all the shops close before 5:
30pm with most close all Sunday. The people there are
friendly, especially my homestay family. I had a really great
time with them. It's a precious experience that I would
treasure.

It was also the first time I had ever tasted being
abroad without my family, and I found it a lot of fun. Of
course, besides having fun, I have gained a lot. I have
gained confidence, independence and friendship from Aussie
and my fellow groupmates.

In this trip, we visited many places. My favorite place

= is Gold Coast. The scenery there is fascinating --- stunning
¥ beaches, brilliant sunshine and pure blue water. As for

‘Dreamworld’, I discovered my potential there. I tried a
great number of thrilling rides which I didn’t dare to play
before.
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La St yea r, our school organized an Australian

Tour in the summer for students. And because the tour was
a great success and most of the students who took part in
it are all shouting for an encore, we are going to have a
better one in the coming summer.

The Australian Study Tour 2002 is taking place in the early
July for 21 days. This time we have an even better program
for you. In those 3 weeks, we are going to live in Brisbane,
a lovely city in Australia. We will work with students from
Australia on projects; we will speak lots of English, and
take part in lots of interesting activities. For example, all of
us are going to live and enjoy weekends with lovely home
stay families and learn to be more independent.

We will go to the Gold Coast and do some sightseeing to
admire the beauty of Australia. We will go horse riding and
shopping, meet cute wild animals like kangaroos and koalas
and eat a lot too. We will visit the Movie World, the Science
Center, the Dreamworld and lots of interesting places. I
assure you that you will enjoy this wonderful trip and at the
same time earn precious experience, speak English with
native speakers and practise your oral and listening skills
too.

Let’s take this chance to improve your English and broaden
your horizons!
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Visiting the Australia Zoo was an unforgettable
experience. The zoo is very large. It is the home for
numerous animals, reptiles and birds. It is easy for you to
find out all the animals that only live in Australia, such as
koalas, kangaroos, dingoes, etc. You can also feed the
kangaroos if you want but be careful of their paws! If you
are brave enough, you can take a photo with the python too!
Not enough? Watching the wild caught crocodile show
performed by the staff will find yourself in a cold sweat. The
zoo makes you feel like being in a forest. Once you enter,
you should be careful of the animals!

The reason why the trip was so unforgettable was due
to the animals inside. It is hard for me to find out a wildlife
kangaroo and koala in Hong Kong. There is no such big zoo
in Hong Kong as well. I liked the feeling when I was inside
the zoo. I enjoyed feeding the kangaroos. Although they did
not move much, once they moved, their clumsy movement
would make you laugh heartily. However, I have to admit
that the zoo was a smelly place (grin).

In the last summer holiday, ourschool organized a
meaningful three-week study tour to Brisbane, Australia.
Brisbane is a beautiful city filled with brilliant sunshine and
fresh air. It is good for both living and studying.

During the study tour I had the chance to admire the
splendid landscape of Brisbane and to learn about the
Australian culture and history. What’s more important was that
I could practise oral English all day, especially the time with
my homestay family. I also had to go to school. In the class I
learnt English through joining some interesting activities,
Scrabble, for instance. I broadened my horizons by learning a
wide range of knowledge concerning food, animal and history
of Australia and the lifestyle of local people from my nice
teacher.

After the study tour my English has improved in some
way. I have built up my confidence and become more fluent in
speaking English.

In the end, I will recommend fellow students to join this
meaningful and educational activity. In the coming summer
holiday, our school is having another study tour to Brisbane. I
expect the coming study tour to be more successful as the
teachers in charge have had previous experience. Students
who want to build up their confidence in speaking English
should not miss this chance.

Leisurable is the word I use to describe Brisbane. Being a
flourishing city as Hong Kong, Brisbane has a different style of
life. Lying on the bank of the meandering Brisbane River, the city
is famous for its all year round sunshine.

The spectacularsea view, and leisurable beaches have
already inscribed in my mind. The sand glitters in the sun with
golden colour; the azure sky is like a blue marble without a
single cloud; junks sail slowly into the sea.

In those days, I was slowly affected to be a beach
enthusiast by the energetic and optimistic people there.

Feeling the breeze caressing my face and snow-white
waves licking my toes, and appreciating the view that the sky
and the sea merge into one and the smile that emerges from
children’s face, I was intoxicated by this kind of life.

Just smear suntan lotion under the sunshine, or just
tread on the sand with bare feet, nothing miserable or nervous
will come to disturb you.
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“All the staff used to tell us
No Cantonese

Only ENGLISH ALL THE WAY

But after five weeks

And it's a long long way

We will sure next year we’'ll stay...”

Have you ever heard of an English learning
program we called “Summerbridge”? No? Then you
missed something big! Let me tell you what it is!

Summerbridge(also called SB) is an educational
organization that provides free English learning
programmes to second language learners.It was
started in 1878 in San Francisco, and now there are
40 sites all over the world including 3 sites in Hong
Kong. Every secondary two student can join it, even
if you are not good at English. To join the
programme, you need to fill in a quite challenging
form first, it is not a test on your English, but on how
much you want to improve your English. If you are
qualified, you need to join an 18-month course
during the summer of your Secondary 2, as well as
the Saturdays of Secondary 3. You will be taught by
the students from colleges, universities of Hong
Kong;-UK and the US, who aged between 15-23.

The aim of this activity is to improve our
English, communication skills, confidence as well as
the “Enjoymentof learning”. You can learn the
subjects that you have never learntat school such as
Tourism, Drama, Board Game Making, etc. The
lessons are not traditional like the ordinary lessons in
normal secondary schools in HK. And of course, it is
free. You need not wear school uniform, and you can
say whatever you want in English. I highly
recommend this programme to any one who is
interested in improving their English.

Winnie Chu (3B)
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interview

Reporter: There were so many summer activities at school or outside,

why did you choose Summerbridge?

Zoe : Before joining Summerbridge, I thought there was no free
lunch in this world. All the other trips that the school held
required me to go abroad, and they required me to pay a lot
of money. After joining the seminar held by SB last
summer, I was intoxicated by the video they shown us. This
is why I chose Summerbridge.

KiKi: It's fun to me, and I want to do some meaningful things in
my summer.

Reporter: What was the first impression that Summerbridge gave you?

Zoe : It made me feel like studying in an international college. I
felt so strange at the beginning that because I doubted why
SBcould provide totally free courses to us.

KiKi: It's quite unfamiliar and new to me.

Reporter: What have you learntin Summerbridge?

Zoe : I've learnt to be more confident. In my lessons, I've learnt
how to remember things effectively. I discovered some
subjects that I haven't learnt before in school are so
interesting after taking SB.

KiKi: I've learned many things, such as Drama, Tourism, Poetry
and how to learn and speak English actively.

Reporter: Being a Summerbridge Staff/Student, how do you feel?

Zoe : As a SB Student I want to say that the school should try to
introduce more activities like SB to our students.

KiKi: Yes, because I can learn things that I don’t know and it is
very good for our students.

Reporter: Do you think Summerbridge is a good method to improve you

English? Why?

Zoe : Yes, the staff is so kind and patient in teaching us and of
course “English all the way” is an important element of
improving English.

KiKi: Yes, because I can learn things that I dont know.

Reporter: If you have that chance again next year, will you join SB

again? Why?

Zoe : I'm willing to do so and I missed all the staff.

KiKi: Yes, I can meet my friend, I love SB.

Reporter: Will you recommend Summerbridge to others?

Zoe : I highly recommend it to other students.

KiKi: Yes!
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