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An old saying goes "an elephant never
forgets." It is important [or wild elephants
not to fm‘gel some Lhings. The plains of
Africa are very dry sometimes. There 1s little
rain. Many of the watering holes dry up.
Plants may die because there is no water. It's
hard to find food. But the oldest elephants
always know where to go. They can find
watering holes they haven't visited in twenty
years! They help keep the whole herd alive.
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Choosing and Reading Books

Lesson 1 Part 2
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Off to the side, pacing back and forth, was Hollis B,
the town’s “poet savant,” who lived on two wooden
planks in a black oak tree just outside of town. Speaking
into his cell phone, loudly, rapidly, Hollis B looked like a
roving sideline reporter, darting around, giving reports
of the band’s play-by-play action to an invisible

audience.

The cell phone wasn't exactly real. You see, Hollis B
had a habit of walking through town, waving his arms,
holding lively conversations with imaginary people. In
the past, hed scared everyone from little kids at the
preschool to the group of lady bird-feeders who sat
around the park.

So one day Sheriff Decker gave him an old, broken
cell phone. That way, he could hold the phone up and
walk around town talking like crazy and be no more %
annoying than a real estale agent.

Tom loved listening to him and wished that he could
hear his “news report” over the clash and clang of the

band.

As the group reached the ballpark fence near the
dugout, Daisy Ramirez held both hands high. “Halt!”

In two steps—or in some cases, three—the band and
the music came to a stop.
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Cloze

Ramoén was first to answer. “1 was thinking the same
thing. Besides, [ want to watch the moonrise through

Tap/click the green
box Wil jumped right up. “Ramon, you rule”

Within minutes, all seven boys had grabbed their
bk £ 7t _ bags and dragged them outside. In the center of the
Ta p «f: IEJ :r_‘.*% lawn, just beyond a gnarly, umbrella-branched pepper
tree, they threw their pillows into a small circle, then
laid their bags out from there like spokes on a wheel.

Itd been almost a year since Tom had slept outside,
but he remembered right away what he liked most about
it. The sky. The mountain sky was filled with thousands
of stars, from tiny, dim ones to some as bright as
airplane lights. And they went all the way down. That’s
what he liked the most. In every inch of sky, from the
middle of the diamond dome all the way down to the
hills and trees, stars pinpricked the night.

“You know,” said Cruz, “I could lie here and look at
stars all night.”

“Yeah, me, too,” said Tom.
“I could look at ‘em all day;” said Frankie. “Except

that, the problem with daytime is, if you see one star, 52
you've seen em all”
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Ramon was first to answer. “I was thinking the same
thing. Besides, [ want to watch the moonrise l‘.hmugh
my telescope.”

Wil jumped right up. “Ramén, you rule”

Within minutes, all seven boys had grabbed their
bags and dragged them outside. In the center of the
lawn, just beyond a gnarly, umbrella-branched pepper
tree, they threw their pillows into a small circle, then
laid their bags out from there like spokes on a wheel.

[td been almost a year since Tom had slept outside,
but he remembered right away what he liked most about
it. The sky. The mountain sky was filled with thousands
of stars, from tiny, dim ones to some as bright as
airplane lights. And they went all the way down. That’s
what he liked the most. In every inch of sky, from the
middle of the diamond dome all the way down to the
hills and trees, stars pinpricked the night.

“You know?” said Cruz, “I could lic here and look at
stars all night”

“Yeah, me, too,” said Tom.
“I could look at em all day;” said Frankie. “Except

that, the problem with daytime is, if vou see one star, 52
you've seen em all”

Select a word by tapping
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free. Others resisted in more subtle ways. 'They couldn't
refuse to do the master’s bidding for fear of beatings or
of being sold, but they could—and did—pretend that
they had great difficulty learning tasks.

The Africans adapted many beliefs common to their
African heritage to their newly adopted religion of
Christianity. Spiritual possession, while common in
Africa, was not part of the European religious
experience. It did become part of the African experience
and was widely practiced, especially in the Pentecostal
church. Combining religion with daily life served as not
only a reminder of their African heritage but was a
source of strength for the soul in bondage. Plantation
owners watching African religious services were often
impressed with their apparent happiness at the prospect
of a less painful afterlife. What they did not realize was
that the Africans were not so much looking forward to
the prospect of a distant heaven, but rather celebrating
the sanctity of the moments they were then and there
creating in fellowship with other Africans, a fellowship
the plantation owners would doubtlessly have found
dangerous if they had understood it.

While secretly learning to read and write the
language of their owners, they passed their own words
and customs from generation to generation and created
new customs that identified them as a people. Within
the yoke of their captivity they began the battle for
freedom and dignity.
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Central Idea & Theme (THM)
Identifying and explering the unifying ideas in a text

Which sentence from the text best expresses the central idea of
this chapter?

He realized, though, that not focusing on one area meant
he was left without the slightest idea - not even a guess -
of what his Assignment would be.

Look Back in Text Submit Answer

.



Let’'s read!

Finish the Power Challenge first if you haven’t already!




